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FOR SAFER BUILDINGS 

OMPARISONS, which are pro- 
verbially odious, have proved to 

be so in the past when made between the 
per capita fire loss in the chief American 
cities and the loss in the largest munici- 
palities in Europe. As a rule, the av- 
erage in cities in this country per unit 
of population has been several times that 
in the older countries. The prevailing 
types of construction have had much to 
do with this disparity, the safer meth- 
ods predominating in Europe. Prob- 
ably, also, the larger measure of per- 
sonal responsibility to which household- 
ers in Europe are held has some effect 
in keeping down the fire waste, and the 
application of the so-called “Code Na- 
poleon” in the United States is yearly 
gaining more advocates. Hitherto the 
American people have mainly built their 
edifices wholly or partly of inflammable 
materials, though in recent years a ten- 
dency towards safer forms of construc- 
tion has been distinctly noticeable. 
Nevertheless, a very large proportion of 
existing structures are of the frame type, 
the majority having shingle roofs. It is 
obvious that the character of existing 
buildings, viewed from the fire preven- 
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tion standpoint, can only be altered very 
gradually. As old roofs wear out, they 
can, and should, be replaced by those 
made of incombustible substances; and 
the remaining exteriors of numerous 
frame buildings can be (as many have 
been) protected to a considerable ex- 
tent from exposure dangers by be- 
ing covered with stucco. Another fea- 
ture which should receive most careful 
consideration is the limitation by law of 
the height of frame buildings. It should 
not be permissible to erect a frame 
building of more than two full stories in 
height above the street level, though a 
pitched roof might be allowable as being 
conducive to safety, in some respects, 
as well as desirable from an architectural 
and esthetic viewpoint. Similarly, no 
inflammable roofs should in future be 
permitted to be used upon new build- 
ings, nor when replacing old roofs. 
These safeguards of life and property 
could readily be made mandatory in 
cities and towns, and they should cer- 
tainly be incorporated in any new build- 
ing codes hereafter enacted, and in ex- 
isting codes when such are being re- 
vised. It would be more difficult to en- 
force by law such safety methods in 
country districts; but the owners of 
property not under the protection of or- 
ganized fire departments ought to feel 
the more strongly impelled to surround 
their homes with the best possible de- 
fense against the ravages of fire. The 
precautionary measures above outlined, 
if generally adopted, would undoubtedly 
materially aid in bringing about a steady 
decrease in the destruction of life and 
property by fire throughout the country. 


Il‘E insurance companies and agents 
entered upon the new year with 
renewed energy in the belief that the 
business prospects generally are brighter 
than for many months past. The last 
two months of the old year witnessed a 
revival of confidence on the part of mer- 
chants and manufacturers which, it is 
expected, will bring a large measure of 
prosperity to business enterprises in 
1915, and prosperous times are always 
good times for life insurance agents. It 
is worth noting at this time that sound 
life insurance has not increased in cost, 
while, on the other hand, nearly every 
other item entering into the cost of living 
has gone up in price. In fact, with a 
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large majority of the companies the cost 
of life insurance has actually decreased, 
owing to the larger surplus payments 
being returned to policyholders. Again, 
more non-participating insurance is be- 
ing sold than ever before, while from 
time to time announcements are being 
made of flat reductions in premium 
rates. Within the past week one large 
company has reduced its premium rates 
on participating policies, and, as it has a 
reputation for being a good dividend 
payer, its net cost for insurance in future 
will be even lower than at present. By 
the mutualization of the two leading in- 
dustrial companies of the country, a vast 
amount of business, both ordinary and 
industrial, will be changed from the non- 
participating basis to participating; and 
as it is more than probable that no 
change will be made in the premium 
rates, their large numbers of policyhold- 
ers will get their insurance still cheaper 
in the future. Meanwhile the agent will 
not fail to impress upon the mind of the 
prospect that he can never get his insur- 
ance any cheaper than at present, for the 
premium must necessarily increase with 
advancing age. 


|‘ view of the decision of the United 
States Supreme Court in the Kansas 
case, that a State has power to fix fire 
insurance premium rates, it is expected 
that at the coming session of the Kansas 
Legislature a bill will be introduced to 
provide for close regulation of rates, if 
not their actual making, by State au- 
thorities. It is sincerely hoped that the 
members of the Kansas Legislature will 
not proceed to such an extreme as to 
force the fire insurance companies to 
cease business in that State. The com- 
panies have shown in the past great for- 
bearance under most exasperating and 
expensive impositions; but they have 
also proved that there is a point beyond 
which patience ceases to be a. virtue. 
During the past decade they have been 
forced out of several States in the South 
and Southwest by the enactment and en- 
forcement of laws which were so drastic 
and unjust in their character that the 
companies could not continue to do busi- 
ness under them. Conditions in Kansas 
have been very unsatisfactory for a 
number of years past. In none of the 
past five years or more have the stock 
companies been able to make a profit on 
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their operations in Kansas, and they 
have been obliged to conduct expensive 
litigation to prevent the virtual confisca- 
tion of their business in that State. It is 
about time that the Legislature and the 
people of Kansas adopted a live and let 
live policy in connection with the fire in- 
surance companies, and they may rest 
assured that they will receive fair treat- 
ment on the part of the insurance inter- 
ests. If some measure of regulation of 
rate making is deemed essential, a law 
similar to that in existence in New York 
State should give the Kansas authorities 
sufficient control over the business, as 
very few complaints have been made 
under the New York law. We therefore 
trust that the Kansas Legislature will 
not adopt any extreme measure, but if 
any further regulation is deemed neces- 
sary will follow a middle course, which 
will not only secure fair rates for the 
people of the State, but will give the 
companies an opportunity to make a 
small profit upon their operations. The 
companies having lost money in Kansas 
for a number of years past, the enact- 
ment of a law depriving them of the 
right of naming the selling price for their 
goods might stretch their patience to the 
breaking point. 


ECEMBER fire losses in the United 
States and Canada aggregated 
$23,507,150, according to the records of 
The Journal of Commerce, thus bring- 
ing up the total for last year to the sum 
of $235,591,350, or over $10,000,000 
more than in either 1913 or 1912. This 
large increase in the property loss, to- 
gether with the relatively poor record of 
last year as to premium income, por- 
tends an unsatisfactory showing in con- 
nection with underwriting operations 
when the accounts are finally cast up for 
the year. A general review of the sit- 
uation by Frank Lock, United States 
manager of the Atlas of London, pre- 
sented in The Journal of Commerce, 
ends with, these conclusions: 

1. The past year has abounded with unusual 
features, the full effects of which are yet to be 
felt. 

2. The average rate of premium continues to 
decline. 

3. The rate of burning is in the ascendant. 

4. The expense rate will rise materially. 

5. Due to the foregoing facts the new year 
opens with unfavorable prospects, which can 
only be refuted by an unlooked-for reduction 
in the rate of burning. 
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However, the general business out- 
look for this year seems brighter, and it 
is therefore hoped that, in some respects, 
at least, the fire underwriters will fare 
better in 1915 than they did last year. 


FIRE INSURANCE 


NEW YORK SURVEYS 
The Phoenix Changes.—The Pheenix of 














London has given the street a surprise in the - 


reorganization of its local business, which has 
been placed in charge of A. B. Mills and L. P. 
Bayard, Jr., son of the former manager. Otto 
Dellevie, who has presided at the local counter 
of this staunch old company, has been retired 
on a comfortable pension. The new arrange- 
ment is recognized as favorable for the com- 
pany. Mr. Mills carries his agency companies 
into the Phoenix office. 


Improvement in December.—The old year 
passed out without leaving a severe scorch 
upon this city in its last week. The experi- 
ence of the past has made the companies 
anxious about the fires around Christmas. The 
month as a whole was an improvement on the 
previous December, and the results were not 
quite up to the experience for the whole year 
in comparison with its predecessor. Several 
companies undoubtedly made large gains in 
their local business, but it is too early to men- 
tion the final results. The past six months of 
the last year were disastrous to the companies, 
and the reduction in the loss ratios for the 
second half has encouraged hope for the new 
year. 

Exchange Rate Changes.—The brokers and 
their customers have-taken cognizance of the 
upward trend of the Exchange rates under the 
new schedule. There are some reductions 
caused by the introduction of improvements, 
and it is to the infinite credit of the public that 
it is willing to expend money for safeguard- 
ing property, quite independent of the effect 
on rates. The brokers deserve credit for pro- 
posing safeguards to their customers to ob- 
tain reductions in rates. These sharp-witted 
fellows have ever in mind a fear that if they 
fail to lay before their customers the chance 
to save money and improve their risks, some 
rival will slip in and get ahead of them. 

Columbia University Fire.—The loss on 
University Hall, the Columbia University 
building which was damaged by fire last Oc- 
tober, has been settled by the payment of 
$100,000 on the building and a total loss on the 
contents upon $26,500 insurance. The build- 
ing was insured for $844,000, and the adjust- 
ment for $100,000 is regarded as a fortunate 
escape for the companies concerned. 

Changes in Weed & Kennedy Firm.— 
Among the marked changes in fire insurance 
offices we note the admission to the firm of 
Weed & Kennedy of five of the principal men 
who assisted that company in building up a 
successful business. They are Richard J. Dal- 
ton, Charles F. Fishbeck, Henry B. Faucon, 
Joseph S. Irving and Clifford A. Dunning, and 
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are all well known to the fraternity and have 
earned promotion to partnership by live and 
efficient service. The event also marks the 
end of fifty years’ service as an active under- 
writer by the head of the firm, Samuel R. 
Weed, who began his career as a policy agent 
in St. Louis on January 1, 1865. Many friends 
have offered their congratulations that in good 
health and vigor of mind and body Mr. Weed 
continues to labor in his activities under such 
favorable circumstances. George W, Hayes 
has transferred his business from Benedict & 
Benedict to Weed & Kennedy, and is regarded 
as a strong acquisition to the band of workers 
who are now associated with this concern. 


Lloyds War Policy.—There are numerous 
individuals who are rather jealous of the 
London Lloyds offer to grant insurance against 
the contingency of war between this country 
and Great Britain on account of the seizure 
of ships’ cargoes. They would like to share 
in such ventures, but have grave doubts 
whether there is much business being done by 
Lloyds upon this class of venture. 


Marine Rates Down.—Marine rates upon 
war risks to and from Brazilian ports have 
fallen to one-half of one per cent against 
quotations of two and a half six weeks ago. 
The war risk market is not settled in all 
trades, however, and may be described as fluc- 
tuating. 

Arrival of the “Vistris.”—Underwriters in- 
terested in the last voyage of the Scotch- 
American packet “Vistris” were much relieved 
when that vessel arrived safely in port on New 
Year’s Day. The sister ship of the “Vistris,” 
the “Van Dyke,” was captured two days be- 
fore the “Vistris” left port in October, and it is 
now reported she traveled at least a thousand 
miles out of her usual route on the outward 
and inward voyages to avoid the German 
cruiser “Karlsruhe” and the danger of capture. 


William R. Pitcher Speaks.—A good-sized 
audience filled the New York Board room, No. 
123 William street, Tuesday afternoon and 
listened to William R. Pitcher of the Royal 
tell of some “Unusual and Interesting Fire 
Loss Claims.” 


Sigmund N. Tynberg Dead.—Sigmund 
Norton Tynberg, until recently president of 
the Fire Adjustment Corporation of No. 37 
Liberty street, was found dead recently in his 
apartment, the Criterion, having shot himself 
because of trouble over a proposed business 
venture. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 

Blue Goose Organization has “Ladies’ 
Night.”—F or the first time in its history the 
Illinois Pond of the Blue Goose gave up one 
night last week to the ladies. An annual holi- 
day dinner was given at the Grand Pacific 
Hotel. A one-act sketch, satirizing insurance 
company managers, field men and agents, pre- 
ceded the speaking of the evening. John 
Marshall acted as toastmaster; W. R. Town- 
ley spoke on “The Blue Goose,” A. R. Monroe 
on “Ladies,” and Thomas E. Gallagher on 
“The Experiences of a Champion Grand- 
father.” W. J. Sonnen, the present head of 
the Pond, was presented with a silver tea set, 
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the presentation speech being made by Charles 
L. Hecox. The festivities concluded with 
dancing. 

Chicago Board Meeting.—At the adjourned 
quarterly meeting of the Chicago Board of 
Underwriters, held last week, it was announced 
that proposed regulation for the enforcement 
of the agency limitation rule had failed to 
receive the required sixty per cent majority, 
although the proposition to restore to insur- 
ance clerks their right to receive commissions 
was carried. 

W. H. Gartside Promoted.—W. H. Gart- 
side, an examiner in the Western department 
office of the National Fire, has been given an 
executive position in the improved risk depart- 
ment in the same company. Mr. Gartside is 
president of the Examiners Club of Chicago, 
and was for a time in the field. 


E. W. Lyman Dies.—Edson W. Lyman, of 
the firm of Moore, Case, Lyman & Hubbard, 
died recently of pneumonia after a short ill- 
ness. Mr. Lyman was in the insurance busi- 
ness in Chicago for many years, and was at 
one time quite prominent as a general agent. 
He held important offices in the Western 
Union when it was organized. He was also 
president of the Illinois Insurance Investigat- 
ing Committee appointed by Governor Deneen 
of Illinois. A memorial meeting of the Chi- 
cago Board was held last Monday. 

Cook County Risks Rerated.—The Chicago 
Board has completed the rerating of Cook 
county outside the Chicago city limits, and 
more than 100,000 risks were specifically 
rated according to the analytic system. The 
old method was abandoned and the rates are 
now furnished in four loose-leafed books for 
the northwestern, southwestern and southern 
sections. Three of these are already in the 
hands of the agents and the other will be 
ready by next month. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 


Boston Plan in Operation.—The Boston 
plan went into effect on the first of the year, 
the principal rift in the lute being the attitude 
taken by President Evans of the Continental, 
who has written to the secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents sug- 
gesting that it take action. Mr. Evans states 
that “the Continental, the Fidelity-Phenix and 
the Fidelity Underwriters are utterly opposed 
to any plan that centralizes the business in the 
hands of a few men.” 

Paragraph “C” Interpreted.—The execu- 
tive committee of the Boston Board has re- 
ported its interpretation of paragraph “C” of 
the plan as not applying to Boston agents, and 
it was voted that the the expiration of agency 
licenses under this paragraph should not apply 
to Boston agents after February 1 next. Ac- 
cordingly, these agents are directed to resign 
all sub-agencies before that date. It was also 
voted that regularly qualified metropolitan 
agents may be also appointed district agents 
when properly qualified by the qualification 
committee, and that clerks or other persons in 
offices of Boston Board members who repre- 
sent the firm as sub-agents shall be considered 
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as covered by the vote requiring Boston Board 
members to resign sub-agencies before the first 
of February. 


Saugus Mutual to Liquidate.—The Saugus 
Mutual of Saugus, Mass., which has been es- 
tablished over fifty years, has voted to liqui- 
date. The outstanding business will be taken 
over by the Lynn Manufacturers Mutual. 


Joins Underwriters Bureau.—The Security 
of New Haven, Conn., has been elected to 
membership in the Underwriters Bureau of 
New England. 


California Fire Admitted.—The California 
Fire of San Francisco, which applied last 
week to enter Massachusetts, has been ad- 
mitted. William T. Furness has been named 
as Massachusetts agent. 


Must Comply with Sprinkler Law.—Build- 
ing Commissioner O’Hearn of Boston has 
served notice upon the owners of large tene- 
ment and apartment houses, chiefly in the 
Back Bay, the North and West Ends, and in 
Brighton, that they must immediately take 
steps to comply with the new automatic 
sprinkler law. 


OBJECTS TO BOSTON PLAN 


President Evans Gives His Views on the 


Regulations of Commissions There 

Henry Evans, president of the Continental 
and the Fidelity-Phenix of New York, has writ- 
ten to H. H. Putnam, secretary of the National 
Association of Fire Insurance Agents, on the 
subject of the regulation of commissions in Bos- 
ton and its metropolitan district. Mr. Evans 
points out that the Boston plan involves branch 
offices under salaried management, which, he 
says, is antagonistic to the American agency 
system. He asserts that the plan, if adopted, 
will result in the concentration of the business 
in the hands of a few agents, and will increase 
the cost to the companies by at least thirty per 
cent. 

He also shows that there will be no brokers 
in Boston under the new plan, only sub-agents, 
for the scheme gives five per cent more to a sub- 
agent than to a broker. The Continental, the 
Fidelity Phenix and the Fidelity Underwriters 
are opposed to the plan, which, Mr. Evans says, 
centralizes the business in the hands of a few 
men, and he urges that the Association of Local 
Agents should take action on the matter, in 
which it is vitally interested. 


New Agents for Pheenix of London 

The Pheenix of London recently announced the 
appointment of A. B. Mills & Company as its 
metropolitan agents, with headquarters in New 
York. The appointment took effect January 1, 
and at that time Otto Dellevie, who was at the 
head of the local department for thirty years, 
resigned. The Mills company will not move 
from their present quarters, and it is understood 
that no radical departures will be made in its 
underwriting policy. L. P. Bayard, Jr., for sev- 
eral years agency secretary of the Phenix of 
London, has joined the Mills firm, which, as 
well as being agents for the Phenix, represents 
the Svea, County and Pittsburg. The additions 
of Mr. Bayard and the Phcenix agency are ex- 
pected to prove to the firm’s advantage in de- 
veloping its metropolitan business. 
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SUPERVISION IN NEW YORK 


Deputy Superintendent Hoey Tells 
What Insurance Department 
Has Done 





11,000 BROKERS NOW LICENSED 





Several Bureaus Started—Abuses Ferreted 
Out Vigorously 


The Brokers Bureau of the New York State 
Insurance Department has issued licenses to 11,- 
000 brokers, according to a report made by 
James J. Hoey, Second Deputy Superintendent of 
Insurance, to the New York Commercial. Mr. 
Hoey says that the bureau, following up its 
thorough investigation of a year ago, subjected 
every applicant for a license to a complete ex- 
amination and made certain that each was 
familiar with the duties of a broker before such 
a license was issued. 

The Department has followed up vigorously 
its policy of ferreting out abuses in the insur- 
ance world. Several new bureaus were formed 
to prosecute reforms, and complaints received 
either at Albany or New York regarding dis- 
criminations have been looked into and, when 
found to have a legitimate basis, vigorous means 
were taken toward their correction. 


METHOD OF INVESTIGATING 

Rating bureaus were investigated, officers 
questioned and agents and brokers required to 
give information in their possession. As a re- 
sult enormous strides have been made toward 
putting the fire and casualty business on a firm 
footing, where the public can be assured of 
equal justice. 

Another result of the effort to suppress 
wrongdoing was the indictment of seven men 
for apparently doing business under the Dela- 
ware law, when they were in reality operating 
in New York. Much routine work has also been 
done in the examining division, which has in- 
cluded the examination of some of the largest 
life, casualty and fire companies in the last 
year. 

The Department is also more prepared now 
than it ever was to give information concerning 
insurance to the insuring public. The number of 
complaints which reach the office is growing con- 
stantly and careful attention is given to each. 

Thirty-two fire insurance companies were ex- 
amined in 1914, and considerable work has been 
done in connection with the proposed new 
standard policy. Many conferences were held 
and it is now practically completed. 








Fifty Years an Underwriter 

Samuel R. Weed, of the well-known New York 
firm of Weed & Kennedy, on Friday last com- 
pleted fifty years of active service as an under- 
writer. He began his insurance career in St. 
Louis on January 1, 1865, as an agent for several 
New York companies, and from that time for- 
ward made progress upward in the profession. 

In 1876 he came to New York, without sur- 
rendering his St. Louis connections, but the 
next year went into partnership with E. R. Ken- 
nedy, and from that time onward the firm’s busi- 
ness has rapidly increased. He has occupied 
various positions as officer and manager of com- 
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panies, and the firm has built up one of the 
largest agency and brokerage interests in the 
country. His contributions to the literature of 
the fire insurance business have been noteworthy 
and important. 

Mr. Weed is in vigorous health for one of his 
years, and seems likely to continue to take a 
leading part in city underwriting affairs for 
many years to come. He has been chairman of 
the committee on losses and adjustments of the 
New York Board of Fire Underwriters for sev- 
eral years, and although he has made one or 
two efforts to retire from this position, his as- 
sociates apparently will not let him go. He has 
received a great many congratulations within 
the last few days, and we tender ours also, in 
the hope that he may continue in the business 
for a long time to come. 


Changes in New York State in 1914 


COMPANIES ADMITTED 


Boston Manufacturers Mutual, Boston, Mass. 

Cleveland National, Cleveland, Ohio. 

First National, Washington, D. C. 

First Reinsurance, Hartford, Conn. 

Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany. 

London and Lancashire Life and General As- 
surance, London, England. 

Mercantile Mutual, Providence, R. I. 

Mill Owners Mutual, Chicago, III. 

Mill Owners Mutual, Des Moines, Ia. 

Millers Mutual, Fort Worth, Texas. 

National Mutual, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Narragansett Mutual, Providence, R. I. 

Occidental] Fire, Albuquerque, N. M. 

Potomac Washington, D. C. 

Protection Mutual, Chicago, III. 

Seneca Fire, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Standard Mutual, Philadelphia, Pa. 


COMPANIES WITHDRAWN 


Citizens Fire, Baltimore, Md. 

Salem Mutual, Salem, Mass. 

The Buffalo Commercial merged with the Buf- 
falo German of Buffalo under the name of the 
latter, and the Central National Fire of Chi- 
cago changed its name to the Anglo-American 
Reinsurance, and the Pelican Assurance of New 
York became the Imperial Assurance. The 
Westchester Fire increased its capital from 
$300,000 to $500,000. 


Agent Complains About Minneapolis 

A complaint has been filed with the Minnesota 
Insurance Department over the taking of Min- 
neapolis from the excepted city class by the 
Western Insurance Bureau. D. E. McLennan, a 
Minneapolis agent who filed the complaint, has 
a mixed agency with two union companies and 
five bureau concerns. He complains that he has 
been notified by the latter that they can pay 
only conference commissions so long as he re- 
tains his other companies. His complaint has 
been referred to the Attorney-General. 


American Central Transaction 
The American Central of St. Louis has rein- 
sured one-half of its outstanding business in 
the Commercial Union of London. This trans- 
action adds quite a sum to the American Cen- 
tral’s surplus. The company agrees to cede to 
the Commercial Union one-half the business the 
American Central writes; this is under a par- 

ticipating contract for a term of years. 
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REPORT ON LYNN, MASS. 


National Board Says City is in 
Danger of Group Fires 





FIRE DEPARTMENT IS UNDERMANNED 





Weak Construction, Narrow Streets and Winds 
Make Conflagration Possible 


Serious group fires are probable in the con- 
gested value district of Lynn, Mass., accord- 
ing to the report of the engineers of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, which has 
been made public following the examination of 
the city. These are probable in a district which 
is divided by a railroad embankment and open 
spaces. The engineers also point out weak con- 
struction, narrow streets, inadequate fire-fight- 
ing facilities, and more or less frequent high 
winds, which increase the possibility of a fire 
in the mercantile section of the city. 

These characteristics also make possible a 
conflagration in the manufacturing district, but 
the engineers remark that a blaze in each sec- 
tion at the same time is somewhat improbable. 
In the manufacturing section the hazard is lo- 
cal. Sweeping fires, however, are easily possible 
in the tenement part of the city, where there is 
much danger from flying brands. 


WATER SUPPLY ADEQUATE 

The engineers also report that the water sup- 
ply is adequate and generally available for en- 
gine supply, except in certain parts of the con- 
gested district. Efficient but undermanned is 
the verdict upon the fire department, and while 
the fire-alarm system is satisfactory and well 
maintained, the headquarters are in a non-fire- 
proof bulding. 

Lynn’s municipal building laws are condemned, 
but the State laws are pronounced good but in- 
definite, and the enforcement is said to be only 
fair. The fire limits are not of sufficient extent 
and large frame buildings are permitted within 
them. Shingle roofs are allowed outside the 
fire limits. 

Inspections of buildings and premises, the en- 
gineers report, is exceedingly lax and of small 
value, while there are no regulations for out- 
side wiring at all. The National Electrical Code 
is in force for interior work. Overhead-wire 
obstructions are numerous in parts of the con- 
gested value district, although some are now be- 
ing removed. 

Lynn is a city of about 90,000 people, and is 
under the commission form of government. It 
is regarded as one of the foremost manufactur- 
ing centers of Eastern Massachusetts, and a 
conflagration starting in its congested value dis- 
trict, where the engineers point out group fires 
are probable, would undoubtedly resemble the 
Salem fire of last June. 


Merchants Fire Lloyds Cancels Policies 


Announcement has been made of the discon- 
tinuance of business by the Merchants Fire 
Lloyds of New York, one of the few concerns 
that does this class of business under the old 
charters of New York. All its policies have been 
canceled, and a sufficient reserve has been cre- 
ated to meet all liabilities and merit the ap- 
proval of the Insurance Department. It has had 
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a heavy year, and it will therefore withdraw 
from all liability and liquidate. The attorneys 
are Clarence L. Fabre, Clement D. Albrecht and 
Henry Griffen, all of No. 95 William street, 
New York. 


REINSPECT PITTSBURG 


National Board’s Engineers Report on Their 
Recommendations of 1909 


The engineers of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters have just completed a tour of re- 
inspection of Pittsburg to determine to what ex- 
tent the recommendations included in their re- 
port of June, 1909, have been carried out. They 
note improvements in the water supply and fire 
department along the lines they suggested. The 
most important in the former are an increase in 
the capacity of the Aspinwall filter plant, in- 
creased reliability and efficiency through re- 
placements and additions of the equipment at 
the more important pumping stations, the 
abandonment of several old stations, the laying 
of numerous force and supply mains from six- 
teen to sixty inches in diameter increasing the 
supply to many parts of the city, and the com- 
pletion of the north side reservoir. _ 

In the fire department since 1909 the follow- 
ing improvements have been made: an increase 
in the total force from 701 to 798, the establish- 
ment of four additional engines, five new hose 
and five more ladder companies—making a total 
of 128 pieces now in service. Early this year it 
is planned to put into effect a complete new 
running card, with fire alarm boxes, renumbered 
in rotation and modern card systems installed 
at each station. 

The most important recommendations made 
by the board under organization and operation 
have been practically ignored in spite of the in- 
creased efficiency obtained, and in these respects 
the work is far below the standard. According 
to the board’s report there appears to be a lack 
of discipline and an unsatisfactory control over 
promotions and transfers. Nor has any drill 
tower been established, nor any provision made 
for regular tests of engines and hose. The only 
important changes made in the building laws 
since 1909 is the passage of ordinances covering 
iron and steel, hollow block and terra cotta tile 
and concrete construction. The appointment of 
a building commission to draft a general revi- 
sion of the laws has been urged by the Super- 
intendent of the Bureau of Building Construc- 
tion. 


To Withdraw from Mississippi 

The North River and the United States Fire 
of New York closed all their Mississippi agen- 
cies on December 29. These companies have 
notified the Mississippi Department that they 
will withdraw on March 1. On account of ex- 
cessive losses in that State, it is very probable 
that companies will not renew their licenses. 
The past year has been disastrous to fire insur- 
ance companies, with a loss ratio ranging 
around seventy per cent during the last five 
months of the year. 


Sterling Fire Reinsures and Continues 


The Sterling Fire of Indianapolis has arranged 
to reinsure all its outstanding business in the 
Hartford Fire, and because of the unfavorable 
outlook will greatly retrench its field of activi- 
ties in the coming year. It is to confine itself 
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as to agency operations to Indiana, Illinois and 
certain favorable places in other States, and the 
Sterling will in the future have a reciprocal ar- 
rangement for sharing business with the Hart- 
ford. By this plan all the contracts of the In- 
dianapolis company will be carried out promptly 
and faithfully, and the Sterling will obtain an 
adequate income from desirable business at a 
lower cost than would prevail through agencies. 
By the arrangement the Hartford will also gain 
a desirable line. 


DIFFERENCE IN WAR RISK RATES 


Some Underwriters Say Transatlantic 
Situation is Serious 


Not many changes have been made in the 
schedules of war risk rates which have recently 
been made public, but opinion as to the proper 
rate to charge for transatlantic insurance varies 
widely among underwriters. Some are of the 
opinion that the German attack on the cities of 
England’s éast coast was not simply a demon- 
stration, but part of a well-planned campaign 
to bring the war to England’s very shores. 
Consequently the rates are kept high by those 
holding this view. 

Just how the transatlantic situation wil! de- 
velop, underwriters can only guess, but can- 
not state definitely. In some quarters it is felt 
that the impending assault on the allied fleet 
in the North Sea cannot long be delayed. 

Some underwriters are strongly opposed to re- 
ducing the rates on war-risk rates, believing 
that the companies doing this sort of business 
must get all they can. The war will not last 
forever, they say, and rates should be held at a 
basis that will cover possible losses. 


L. P. Bayard Honored 


Louis P. Bayard, retiring joint manager of the 
Phenix of London, was honored recently with 
a testimonial and a silver tray as tokens of af- 
fection and esteem held toward him by the New 
York office staff and field force. Joint Manager 
Beresford made the presentation, the testi- 
monial reading as follows: 


Upon your retirement on December 31, 1914, 
concluding your active insurance career of over 
fifty years, during twenty-six of which you have 
most ably served the interests of the Phcenix 
Assurance Company, Ltd., the office staff and 
field men are desirous of expressing their high 
appreciation of your sterling qualities; your un- 
failing courtesy and wise counsel have endeared 
you to all and have won for you the fullest 
measure of esteem and respect. 

That you may be blessed with health and hap- 
piness for many years is the earnest wish of all. 


Philadelphia Quotations 


Philadelphia fire insurance companies’ stocks, 
as quoted by Bioren & Co. under date of Decem- 
ber 30 are: 


Par. Last Sale. Date. 
POMOO ox: xins.'s 9. 6:4 90% 10 15% 12/12/14 
American Fire......... 100 9114 2/ 4/14 
American Union..... ea 24 3/ 6/13 
County Fire .......... 100 125 3/ 5/13 
DeIAWBLE 2cccccccccce 10 25 6/24/14 
Fire Assn. of Phila.... 50 327% 7/29/14 
Franklin Fire ... .... 20 50 7/ 8/14 
Girard Fire ........... 190 225 6/24/14 
Insurance Co. of N. A. 10 21% 12/17/14 
Ins. Co, of State of Pa. 100 100 7/22/14 
Lumbermens .......... 25 pS on eee 
ee Pare 25 areee | |. . y seemaarute 
Pennsylvania Fire..... 100 405 7/22/14 
Peoples National ..... 25 16 12/15/14 
MOMMIED. Bre cade veoeee 100 60 7/22/14 
United Firemens....... 10 11 7/29/14 
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New York’s Department Rapidly 
Becoming Motorized 





EXPECT TO COMPLETE IT BY 1918 





Figures Show Increased Efficiency at Reduced 
Cost 


By the end of John Purroy Mitchel’s term as 
Mayor of New York city, Robert Adamson, Fire 
Commissioner, confidently expects that the en- 
tire apparatus of the Fire Department will be 
completely motorized. In a recent article in 
The New York Times he says there are now in 
active service 227 pieces of motor apparatus and 
445 pieces which are not motorized. We have 


‘ due on contracts, he continues, twenty-three 


pieces of motor apparatus and in the year 1915 
will contract for ninety-two more pieces, so 
that a year from now the number of pieces will 
have been increased to 342. During the years 
1916 and 1917 the motorization is expected to be 
completed. 

No horses were bought for the department 
last year and none will be bought in 1915, and 
Commissioner Adamson is working on the pro- 
gramme that he can increase the efficiency of 
the department while at the same time decreas- 
ing the cost of maintenance. Within the next 
few weeks new engines and trucks have to be 
purchased and five new companies have to be 
motorized. 


TRACTORS USED 


Tractors are now being used to be attached 
to existing horse-drawn engines; these are sub- 
stituted for the front wheels of the present 
horse-drawn engines and trucks as well, con- 
verting them into motor-driven apparatus. By 
this means it is planned to keep much of the 
horse-driven apparatus in the department for 
some time without much expenditure. 

The Commissioner figures that the cost of a 
motorized engine is $3600 for the tractor, and 
that its life is twenty years. The yearly upkeep 
he places at $414, while horse-drawn engines live 
only seven years and the animals cost $350 eacn. 
The annual cost of upkeep for this kind of ap- 
paratus is about $900, so that a saving of about 
$485 is made on motor-driven engines. On 
trucks the savings is about the same, and about 
$265 is saved on each tender in a year. 


War Premiums at Lloyds, London 

A premium was being paid last week at 
Lloyds, London, of fifteen guineas per cent ($75 
per $500) on policies which read ‘‘to pay a total 
loss in the event of a declaration of war be- 
tween Great Britain and America within twelve 
months from date.’”’ The premium to insure 
against a war declaration between Norway and 
Great Britain within a year is now seven 
guineas per cent ($35 per $500). 


W. H. Kenzel Agency Gets Granite State 

The William H. Kenzel Agency celebrated the 
New Year by adding another company to the list 
it already represents. The latest addition to 
the Kenzel fold is the Granite State of Ports- 
mouth, N. H. The appointment of the agency 
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as New York representative went into effect last 
week. The Granite State was organized in 1885 
and has steadily increased in stability because 
of its conservative policies and prompt settle- 
ments. The Kenzel company also represents 
the Sterling Fire of Indianapolis, the Commerce 
of Albany, Columbian National Fire of Detroit 
and the Cleveland National Fire of Cleveland. 





Hudson Terminal Insurance 
The Hudson Terminal Buildings, Nos. 30 and 
50 Church street, New York, which were dam- 
aged by fire recently, are insured as follows: 


Home, N. Y..... $200,000 Firemans Fund..$150,000 

Globe & Rut..... 200,000 Royal Exchange.. 100,000 

City of N. Y.... 100,000 National, Conn. . 100,000 

cooae, Lan. +++ 150,000 Nord-Deutsche .. 100,000 
Eee 


Royal, 200,000 Boston, Mass.... 100,000 
Lon. & Lanc.... 150,000 Fire Asso’n..... 100,000 
N. Brit. & Merc.. 150,000 Phenix, Conn... 100,000 
Continental ..... 100,000 Law Un. & Rock 100,000 
Northern Lon. .. 100,000 National Un..... 60,000 
Commonwealth .. 100,000 Aetna, Hartf’d.. 200,000 
Commerc’! Un. ... 100,000 Agricultural .... 160,000 
Sun, London .... 100,000 Milwaukee ..... 125,000 
Atlas, London... 50,000 British America 125,000 
Niagara, N. Y... 100,000 Firemens ....... 150,000 
Fidelity-Phenix . 300,000 CO OS eee 100,000 


Liv. & L. & G... 250,000 
German-Amer. .. 250,000 
Merchants, N. Y. 100,000 
Westchester .... 175,000 
Prov. Wash’n.... 175,000 
American ....... 200,000 
Camden, N. J... 100,000 


Hartford, Conn.. 100,000 
Orient., Hartf’d. 100,000 
Glens Falls.. ... 100,000 
North River..... 60,000 
Scot. Un. & Nat. 150,000 
Amer, Central... 100,000 
Western, Tor.... 100,000 


WWM kes cocaveneec ea eeacesn $6,000,000 





Report of War Risk Bureau 

Secretary McAdoo has sent to the House of 
Representatives a report of the business done 
by the War Risk Bureau, which says that from 
September till December 132 policies on hulls 
were written, 1epresenting a total of $10,322,- 
000 insured, the amount of premium on which 
aggregated $219,777. The amounts are: 


-— —-Total Amount—-—, 





Insured. Premiums. 

WOM eas cdeawacesuwas $10,321,798 $219,776.63 
Cargoes ......++..+.. 4,794,963 76,935.26 
eG a cde a cehanwes 134,500 2,047.50 
COMER cc -ascass $15,251,261 ; $298,759.39 


Sprinklers Prevent Big Fire 

Automatic sprinklers recently saved the 
Philips & Buttoaff store in Nashville, Tenn., the 
largest stove, tinware and queensware estab- 
lishment in the South, when they extinguished 
a fire in the toy and fireworks’ department of 
the building. Christmas shoppers were thrown 
into a panic by an explosion of fireworks, and it 
was with difficulty that the firemen prevented 
them from jumping to the street. No outside 
water had to be thrown on the fire at all, the 
sprinklers doing their work thoroughly. There 
was considerable damage to the firm’s stock. 


R. S. Rust Resigns from Queen 

R. 8S. Rust, who has been for several years 
special agent of the Queen in Louisiana and 
Mississippi, has resigned that position and will 
remove from his home in New Orleans to At- 
lanta. It is understood that he has accepted a 
position with the South-Eastern Underwriters 
Association. 


New Secretary for Eastern Union 

Beginning with February 1, E. U. Richards 
will be secretary of the Eastern Union. This 
announcement was made last week. Mr. Rich- 
ards was formerly with the Sellers Bureau in 
Ohio, then with the National Board, and is now 
in the sprinklered risk department of the Con- 
tinental. 
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NEWGERMANCOTTON PLAN 





War Risk Bureau Urged to Insure All 
Neutral Ships 





AMERICAN VESSELS INSUFFICIENT 


New Project Would Facilitate Movement Which 
is Now Blocked 


With a view of facilitating the movement of 
cotton from this country to Germany, it has been 
proposed that the law creating the War Risk 
Bureau of the Treasury Department be amended 
and broadened so that war insurance on cotton 
shipped to Germany might be placed with the 
Government when carried in neutral bottoms 
other than American. 

This plan would surmount all the war and 
marine difficulties which are now troubling un- 
derwriters and, in addition, would supply Ger- 
many with cotton. For under the present plan, 
it is pointed out, if all the available American 
ships were engaged in carrying nothing but cot- 
ton to that empire alone, the process would re- 
quire more than three years to transport a 
quantity equal to the normal requirements of 
a single season. 


GOVERNMENT ASKS OPINIONS 


Following the many difficulties of transport- 
ing cotton to Germany, the United States Gov- 
ernment recently asked a number of under- 
writers for their views on the matter, in the 
hope that some light might be shed on the 
present situation. It was said that one reason 
for the high rates now prevailing on cotton 
shipped in American vessels is that they are 
only single-bottom vessels, and built not for 
transatlantic but merely for the coastwise trade. 

It was also said that the route to the north 
of Scotland was far more safe than the English 
Channel, as conditions in the latter place a ves- 
sel in greater danger from war and marine 
hazards than if the trip is made between the 
Orkney and Sandwich Islands. 

Underwriters feel that the course proposed 
for those vessels which have already been char- 
tered—through the Straits of Dover and into 
the North Sea—is a dangerous route for any 
steamer because of the mines, and also of the 
difficulty of obtaining pilots to carry the ves- 
sels through to their destination. 


SHOULD INSURE ALL NEUTRAL SHIPS 


According to the act creating the War Risk 
Bureau, a well-known underwriter has said war 
risk insurance cannot be granted except on 
American ships or upon cargo carried in them. 
The purpose of the bill is to further the inter- 
ests of the owners of American vessels for the 
important purpose of facilitating American 
trade. 

The statement continues that the United 
States is fostering a monopoly of a tremendous 
trade for a small number of vessels which are 
not capable of handling it, by the action of the 
Bureau. The principal reason why cotton cam 
not be shipped to Germany is that the shippers 
cannot obtain war risk insurance from the un- 
derwriters sufficient to cover the large value in- 
volved. Since the purpose of the Bureau is to 
facilitate the business of American citizens, it 
should extend insurance to vessels of other neu- 
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tral nations than the United States. This, it 
is suggested, would bring into commission a 
number of seaworthy Danish, Norwegian and 
Swedish ships, capable of carrying any amount 
of cotton to Germany, and navigated by cap- 
tains and crews familiar with the waters 
through which they would pass. 


BILLS PROPOSED FOR HOUSE 


Following the promulgation of this statement 
last week, it became known that several of the 
leading factors in the exportation of cotton are 
taking steps toward the introduction into the 
House of Representatives of a bill amending 
the law creating the War Risk Bureau, and 
enabling it to accept war insurance on cargoes 
carried to Germany in vessels of neutral ‘na- 
tions other than the United States. 

This scarcity of ships to carry the reviving 
trade is strongly emphasized by William G. 
McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury, in a letter 
written to Representative Alexander. Some of 
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the steamship companies, he said, are offering 
ships that have been in port, out of use, for a 
considerable period of time; and some, indeed, 
of such a class as to render it questionable 
whether they should be permitted to sail on 
such voyages. The Secretary announced that 
the Bureau was writing policies up to $750,000 
on cargoes to Germany, and that the rates were 
not excessive when the risk was taken into con- 
sideration. 


Albany Field Club Officers 


Officers were elected at the annual meeting of 
the Albany Field Club held recently. This club 
is composed of agents operating in eastern 
New York, and the following officials were 
chosen: J. B. Dacey, Boston Insurance, presi- 
dent; A. T. Lovett, Fire Association, vice-presi- 
dent; Charles H. Smith, Liverpool and London 
and Globe, secretary, and R. W. Wight, Queen 
of New York, treasurer. 





NEW AND RETIRED COMPANIES IN 1914 
Forty-six New Concerns Organized or Projected—Thirty-five Companies Retired 


Below will be found lists of fire insurance concerns which were organized or projected in the United States during 
the year 1914, including foreign companies entering the United States, and of stock and mutual companies which 
have retired from business during the past year. It will be observed that the new concerns organized, projected 
or entering the United States numbered forty-six against stock and mutual companies retired aggregating thirty-five. 


NEW FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES IN 1914. 


Following are lists of stock and mutual fire insurance com 


anies organized or projected in the United States in the 


year 1914. Not all of these have assumed tangible form—indeed, a number of them still appear to exist only on paper: 
but a fair proportion of them have completed formation and commenced operations. The following companies were 
mentioned in the list of new companies in THE SPECTATOR in January, 1914, and have begun business during the past 
year: Buckeye National, Toledo; Cleveland National, Cleveland; Guardian Fire, Salt Lake City; Ohio Common- 
wealth, Cleveland; and the Seneca Fire, Buffalo. The Marquette National of Chicago, the Hibernia o Chicago, and the 
Three Trades Fire of Louisville are expected to begin business early in 1915. The Harmonia Mutual of Buffalo was 
reorganized as the Harmonia Fire, a stock company. The name of the Pelican of New York was changed to Imperial; 
and that of the Central National of Chicago to Anglo-American Reinsurance Co. 


_ STOCK COMPANIES 























Author- Paid- . 
NAME AND LOCATION OF COMPANY. ized up President. Secretary. 
Capital. Capital. 

American Excess F. and M., New York....... |$1,000,000 Finley J. Shepard...., Ansell H. Ball. 
American National, Columbus, O............ 350,000 John M. Zuber....... Lloyd M. Richard 
American National, Indianapolis............. 1,000,000 B. D. Brooks, J. A. Everett, Promoters. 
Central States Fire, Wichita, Kan............ REMROR T) ax sha vig gt MY ciphers auera tata dnt bee Fos o-Roae eye al RDI Grace a> 
Dearborn Fire, Chicago..................005 2,000,000 W. R. Drake, A. H. Green & B. H. Pegram. 
Great Northern Fire, St. Patl.............. 200,000 John G. McIntosh... David T. Peebles. 
*Insurers Reciprocal Fire, Jersey City, N. J... Sissy Gl Mh eo etetns Sinaia PEN SNe aCe eS PRUE EOE HELO NY 
Be er ere 100,000 Mr. Dortch, Promoter. 
Metropolitan Fire, Louigville................ 250,000 George W. Long....... E. G. Morgan. 
National Security, Lincoln, Neb............. 100,000 |__—........... Walter A. George. 
Nebraska Fire, Omaha, Neb................. 100,000 |__—.......... Van B. Lady, et al. k 
Ohio Valley F. and M., Paducah, “a. yas ewe 250,000 100,000 em M. Fisher..... Auber Smith. 
*Old Kentucky tg Louisville. . eae 100,000 |__—_........... . H. McAtee. 
Shawnee F. & M., Lima, O.................. 200,000 |__—.......... Robert B. Davis. 
United States, Memphis Bere aera pie oF VRE Re crot 200,000} _—............ James Alexander..... James Marshall. 
Universal Fire, Chicago..................005 1,000,000 |__......... Grant Carpenter, W. M. St. Clair, et al. 
Wabash American Fire, Wabash, Ind......... 200,000 |} _—............ W. H. Anderson, W. H. Adams, C. B. Ireland 
Washington Fire, Washington, Pa............ 100,000 |__—......... C. S. Caldwell........ C. S. Pitcher. 





*Project abandoned. 


The following named foreign fire insurance companies have entered the United States during 1914: 





Hamburg Assurance, Hamburg..............| 0 sseeee 
London & Lancashire Life & EES London.| __........ 


pean Mutzenbecher & Ballard, Mgrs. N. Y. C. 
+ Cetus E. E. Hall & Co., Mers., New York. 





MUTUAL COMPANIES. 


Name and Location of Company. 


American Fire, Sioux City, Ia............... se eeeceeceee 
Farmers Mutual Fire, Fort Bragg, Cal................-+55 


Farmers Mutual Town, Rusk, Wis 


Garfield Co. Protective, Glenwood Springs, Colo.......... 
Ginners Mutual Fire San — | ES ere re ee 


Indemnity Fire, Covington, 


Massachusetts Mutual Asteenshile, OS eee aor 
Methodist Mutual Fire, Statesville, N. C..............0-- 
Mutual Fire of Montana, Helena, Mont................-- 
DOMEURE BAN, SORIIND 5 oiskeiciec soo Mins bievssvisreeebere vers 
Mutual Town, Lima, Wis............2.cccccccrccccccver 
National Trust Mutual Fire, San Antonio................. 
Patrons Mutual Town, Rhinelander, Wis...............-+ 


Brie ae C. R. McCutcheon.... 


President. Secretary. 


S. E. Morrison. 


rn A. E. Jones.......... L. A. Murff. 

Rie mae ae C. W. Evans......... Lewis F. Runck, Jr. 
Oe ee A. L. Overton. 
teste og E. W. Gaffney....... D. G. Campbell. 


LLOYDS AND INTER-INSURANCE ORGANIZATIONS. 


Name and Location. 


American Fire Underwriters, Gary, Ind.................+- 


Colonial Fire Insurance Association, Dallas, Tex......... 
Commercial Fire Underwriters, Waco, 
Co-operating Interinsurers, Chicago.................+5+: 


Farmers Mutual Protective Association, Stratford, Tex...... 


Forest Products Insurance Exchange, New York. 


Hardware and Implement Dealers Mut. Exch., Dallas, “Tex... 
Lone Star Fire Insurance Association, Fort Worth, Tex..... 
Millers and Merchants Fire Ins. Exchange, San Antonio, Tex.. 
Standard Insurance Exchange, San Antonio, Tex..........- 
United States Underwriters, Kansas City, Mo........... 
Wholesale and Retail Grocers, F.I.A., Dallas, Tex........ 
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Attorney and Manager. 


PE SANA oer ene ‘. -" Lucas & Co. 


hoy T. Griffis & Son. 

ee R Lee Richardson. 

. Augustus Ross. 

.. J. W. Lancaster. 

.. Wilcox, Peck & Hughes. 
. Henry Marti. 


oe o j: . 


: rene and S. F. Forsyth. 


ae oie ae Fletcher ‘Cowherd, is, 


& Co. 
B. Walker, J. L . Walker, W. H. Messick 
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ma ree ee ee TAX ON MARINE POLICIES 
- NAME AND LOCATION OF COMPANY. Assets. Name of Receiver or Method of Retirement. 
e 
‘ Stock COMPANIES. $ iss} ; 
na : Blatt City, Mempnie.. «6.5.0.5 .c6s es cccvceeune ogee Reinonsed is the Hesmaate, Memphis. é, me Nome a New 
1a lo Commercial, Buffalo................- 622,3 erged with the Buffalo German, Buffalo. 
00 P pore Union, Kansas City, Mo............. 483,724 | Reinsured in the Occidental, Albuquerque, and North ewod 0 aying tor the tamps 
4 Branch, Sunbury, Pa 
re @ Citizens Fire, Baltimore..................-4: 1,739,997 Reinsured in the Niagara Fire, New York. wa 
n- E Commercial Fire, Washington................ 925,751 | Reinsured in the Nord Deutsche, Hamburg, and the ? 
Globe and Rutgers, N. Y. TO GO ON BOOKS CONTAINING PREMIUMS 
Franklin Fire, Washington.................. 553,648 | Reinsured in the Boston, Boston. 
German Security, Louisville. . : ae eee 186,506 | Reinsured in the Boston, Boston. 
Hibernia, New Orleans, La.................. 532,085 | Reinsured in Home, New York. 
Lincoln Fire, Chambersburg, Pa.............. 117,952 | Reinsured in the National Fire, Hartford. R F a P 
Pudibier, NGW MOGs 5. foccncscsscvcucoesese on2,908 Reinoured | partly in the Western, Toronto. ules to be Followed by Companies Adopting 
io Grande Fire, San Antonio, Tex........... 430, iquidate 
of State Ine. Co. of Neb., Omaha, Neb.......... 349,013 | Reinsured in the National Fire, Hartford. the Proposed Plan 
1b Total (12 companies)...............0.04- 6,686,747 A new method of paying the stamp tax on 
rn marine insurance policies has been outlined re- 
MUTUAL COMPANIES. 
re American Fire, Lexington, Ky.............-+) wu eees Receiver appointed. cently by Commissioner of Internal Revenue Os- 
i Assureds National Mutual, Decatur, Ill....... 58,422 | Receiver appointed. born, who issued instructions to collectors re- 
| Beaver Dam Mutual Fire, Beaver Dam, Wis.. 81 | Retired. 
i- Farmers & Threshers Mutual Fire, Huron, S. D. 35,549 ea garding the tax. The latter are to permit in- 
Farmers Mutual Fire, Johnstown, Wis........| ss... - - einsured. surance 
- Farmers Mutual, Koshkonong, Wis........... 388 | Liquidated. ance companies and underwriters who have 
n Green Bay & De Pere Mut. oe, Green Bay,Wis 4,774 eos map ‘ filed with the collector of the district in which 
Home Mutual Fire, Jackson, Miss............| ws aeee eceiver appointed. , 
Sarvavilie Mutual Fire, Hortonviile, Wis. 992 | Retired. their principal office is situated, or in a collec 
Lima Mutual Fire, Lima, Wis................ = rr ia tion district designated by the company where 
_ Mutual Fire, Lodi, Wis................. 3 | Retired. 
cele Mutual Fire, Lomira, Wis............ 1,099 | Reinsured. : one of its marine agencies is located, to have the 
Maryland Mutual, Baltimore................ ae Reinsured in pohinere Moved. Rolie stamps affixed to books in which the premiums 
Patapsco Mutual, Baltimore................. ,676 | Reinsured in the Baltimore Mutual, Baltimore. 
Roseville Mutual Fire, Reesville, Wis. ........ 1,713 | Retired. on open policies are entered. These are to be 
s Retail as Fire, —— va S. D. . bye seme # by Seesaity, RS mg Minn. placed against the monthly total of premiums 
S us Mutual, Saugus, Mass. “ 622 einsured in the Lynn rs. yn 
h Textile Mfrs. Mutual, Providence. miata oa 86,794 | Reinsured in the Narragansett uted, Providence. so charged, and the proper officer is to certify 
“ Valley City Mutual, Valley City, N. D. P| eer Failed. them before the twentieth of each month. This 
Total (19 companies)................005 312,352 is with the provision that there is nothing which 
shall require a company to file more than one 
2 LLoyps AND RECIPROCAL ASSOCIATIONS : neni 
+ American Fire Ins. Assn., Dallas, Tex........ 60,101 | Receiver appointed. ond. 
e Automobile Underwriters at Undrs. Exchange, , i . Companies wishing to designate a collection 
t js ere rere ere en On, aa Reinsured in Employees Ind. Exch., Kansas City, Mo. 
- Ind. Mut. F. I. Exchange, Los Angeles, Cal. ee : arren, Receiver. district other than that in which the principal 
e Individual Fire Underwriters, St. Louis, Mo. 314,322 | Canceled policies. office is situated must do so in writing, to be for- 
‘ Total (4 associations)...............+. 374,423 warded to the Commissioner, and also send a 
Grand totals (35 companies)........... 7,373,522 copy of the written designation to the collector 




















INVESTIGATES WASHINGTON RATES 


Prosecutor to Inquire Whether the Com- 
panies Violate the Anti-Trust Law 


John E. Laskey, United States Attorney for 
the District of Columbia, has begun a John Doe 
inquiry into the activities of the Underwriters 
Association of the District. He is trying to deter- 
mine whether that body had fixed rates for 
Washington in violation of the Sherman anti- 
trust law. It is also understood that the Dis- 
trict Insurance Superintendent is having data 
collected showing rates prevailing in other 
States, and will present these to Congress. 

Mr. Laskey has declined to discuss the situ- 
ation, saying he was not at liberty to tell of 
any preliminary investigations. Until the mat- 
ter has been placed before a Grand Jury, and 
that body has returned an indictment, the prose- 
cutor said the public was not entitled to know 
about complaints made to his office. It is under- 
stood, however, that no steps have been taken 
to present the matter to the Grand Jury. 

The District Fire Underwriters Association an- 
nounces that business in the District is now be- 
ing run at a loss, which necessitates the raising 
of the rates. 


Insurance Society's Lectures 


In addition to the lecture given on Tuesday 
afternoon last by William R. Pitcher, the Insur- 
ance Society has planned two other interesting 
talks for this month. The first of these will be 
given next Tuesday in the society’s library 
and will be under the auspives of the Round 
Table Order. Charles P. Benns, M. E., will at 
that time tell of “The Safety Campaign; Can 


We Make It Pay?” Following the interesting 
lecture of last month on the Salem fire, by Ira 
G. Hoagland, a large attendance is expected at 
this talk. 

On January 19, in the New York Board Room, 
No. 123 William street, Francis O. Affeld, Jr., 
will speak on ‘‘Administrators, Executors, Etc.’’ 
The meetings held in the Board Room have in 
the last two months been so crowded that addi- 
tional chairs have been necessary, and there 
is no reason to look for a smaller attendance 
when Mr. Affeld speaks. 


Governor Tener on Insurance 
Governor Tener, in his last message to the 
Pennsylvania Legislature, delivered on Tuesday, 
pointed out that the insurance laws of the State 
had been codified in 1911 and that little addi- 
tional legislation was needed; but he advocated 
the use of a standard fire policy, and the plac- 
ing of authority in the Commissioner to examine 
and supervise rate-making, and provisions for 

the licensing of fire insurance adjusters. 





Companies Issue Joint Automobile Policy 

The Home of New York and the Fidelity ana 
Deposit of Baltimore have joined in the issu- 
ance of a joint automobile policy, which will 
cover both the fire and the liability hazard. 
Rushmore B. Heed has been appointed Western 
manager of the new department, with offices in 
the Insurance Exchange. He was formerly man- 
ager of the Detroit branch of the American Au- 
tomobile Insurance. 


of the district in which the principal office is lo- 
cated and another to the collector of the desig- 
nated district. 


AGENTS’ AUTHORITIES 


When a company wishes to authorize its 
marine agencies to affix stamps in their books, 
authority for such action must be given in writ- 
ing to the agents and a copy must be sent to 
the Commissioner and the collector of the dis- 
trict in which the agents conduct business. 
Agents are not to affix stamps until they have 
been authorized by their companies. 

In the case of foreign companies authorized to 
do business in the United States the terms 
“company” and “principal office’’ are taken to 
refer to the principal marine agency in this 
country. 

Upon certificates and other documents used in 
connection with open policies of marine and 
transportation insurance there may be indorsed 
by rubber stamp or otherwise the following: 
“Payment of internal revenue stamp. Tax guar- 
anteed by the (insert name of insurance com- 
pany) under Treasury decision, No..... .p 

No such indorsement shall be made on any 
such certificate or other document unless there 
shall have been filed by the company therein 
described the bond prescribed by this regulation. 





Fire Notes 

—The First National Fire has been admitted to 
Michigan. 

—H. M. Beck has resigned as special agent of the 
Queen in Colorado and Wyoming. 

—The Nord-Deutsche has reinsured the Alabama 
business of the Equitable of Charleston. 

—The National Fire of Hartford conveys its good 
wishes to its friends by means of an attractive card. 

—The Insurance Society of New York has pub- 
lished in pamphlet form, and copyrighted, Allen E. 
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Clough’s address on “The True Purpose of the Loss 
Settlement.” 

—James Wyatt of Chrisman, IIl., has resigned as 
special agent for the Queen, and will conduct a local 
agency. 

—Auber Smith has been elected a member of the 
Western Union as secretary of the Ohio Valley [ire 
of Paducah, Ky. 

—W. L. Pettibone & Co. of Newark, N. J., have 
been named Eastern representatives of the Peoples 
Fire of Frederick, Md. 

—Raynolds Barnum was elected president; R. P. 
Stewart, vice-president, and E. P. Pratt, treasurer 
of the Kansas City Fire Underwriters Association for 
the year 1915. 

—-Hunter L. Martin has resigned as special agent 
for the Norwich Union in Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska 
and Oklahoma, and will go.into the local agency 
business at Tulsa, Okla. 

—The Western Association of Electrical Inspectors 
has selected William S. Boyd, secretary of the associa- 
tion, as its representative in the National Council of 
the World’s Insurance Congress, 

—Weed & Kennedy, the well-known firm of fire 
underwriters and insurance brokers, located at 123 
William street, New York, have issued a very neat 
and legible wall calendar for 1915. 

—Franck & Mitchel, general insurance brokers, of 
95 William street, New York, have dissolved partner- 
ship. Charles Franck, Jr., who was senior partner of 
the firm, will continue to carry on the business. 

—A. H. Muller, insurance broker at 66 Beaver 
street, New York, has gotten out a handsome calenda: 
bearing a copy of the painting, “Off to the Féte of the 
Violets at Kahlenberg,” and also a small desk calendar. 

—John F. Weible, who has been State agent for 
the Columbia Fire of Athens, Ga., for the last six 
years, has been promoted to the superintendency of 
the farm department, and will remove to Omaha Feb- 
ruary 1. E. L. McCarthy, a special agent for the 
Columbia, succeeds Mr. Weible. 


—Henry A. Presler has been named State agent in 
North Dakota for the Springfield Fire and Marine, 
with headquarters at Fargo. The appointment took 
effect January 1. Mr. Presler was for several years 
with the Middle West Fire and Twin City, and in his 
present capacity succeeds C. Leabeau, who has retired 
because of impaired health. 


—The Missouri Hand Book for 1914-1915 has just 
been published by the Western Insurance Review Com- 
pany. It comprises lists of all the companies operat- 
ing in the State, with some financial data, lists of spe- 
cial agents, general agents and managers, and local 
agents in Missouri, with names of companies repre- 
sented, etc. Certain information as to population, 
fire protection, etc., is also given concerning each town. 
The book embraces 348 pages, is well bound in leather, 
and sells at five dollars per copy. 
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AMERICAN TEMPERANCE LIFE 
Issues Death and Disability Policy 


A notable feature in the development of the 
business of the American Temperance Life In- 
surance Association of New York during the 
year just closed was the establishment of a 
disability branch. An attractive policy was de- 
vised, and as it was sold on a monthly premium 
basis it found, and is finding, a ready sale. The 
policy provides for a weekly benefit of from $5 
to $20 in case of disablement by sickness or acci- 
dent, from $100 to $500 for the loss of one eye 
or one limb; from $200 to $1000 for the loss of 
two eyes or two limbs, and from $250 to $1000 
in the event of death, whether from natural 
causes or by accidental means. All this is 
supplied at a monthly cost ranging from 
seventy-five cents to three dollars, while there 
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is also an entrance fee of from one to five dol- 
lars according to the size of the contract. 

The policy provides for payment of the weekly 
disability benefit for a period not exceeding ten 
full weeks in any one year, should the insured 
become disabled by accident or sickness, and 
one-half the benefit is payable if only partial 
disablement results. The death benefit is 
graded so that should the insured die within the 
first year, one-tenth will be paid to the bene- 
ficiary, while in subsequent years the payments 
will be 25 per cent in second, 40 per cent in the 
third, 60 per cent in the fourth, 75 per cent in 
the fifth year of principal amount, while after 
that the full amount will be paid. Benefits for 
loss of eyes or limbs in the first year are 25 
per cent of the amounts named in the policy, 
and thereafter the full amount. 

The American Temperance in adding this dis- 
ability contract to its line of life insurance 
policies enables its members to round out their 
personal protection and expects to commend a 
steadily increasing sale for it. 


$1,500,000 Dividends in Hartford 


Nearly a million and a half will be paid in 
dividends in Hartford by the dozen stock com- 
panies this week, according to estimates recently 
made. There is no change in the dividends of 
the life, casualty, liability and surety companies. 
The A®tna Life dividend is estimated two and 
one-half per cent quarterly and five per cent 
from the accident department; the Travelers, 
four per cent quarterly, and the Connecticut 
General Life, five per cent semi-annual. The 
dividend of the A®tna Accident and Liability is 
two and one-half per cent quarterly and the 
dividend of the Travelers Indemnity, which is 
declared annually, is at the rate of eight per 
cent. The Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and 
Insurance dividend is three per cent quarterly. 
The dividends of the fire insurance companies 
are declared on New Year’s Day. No change is 
looked for and they are estimated as follows: 
JEtna (Fire), five per cent; this company pays 
quarterly dividends at the rate of five per cent 
January and July, and four per cent April and 
October, making eighteen per cent all told. The 
Connecticut Fire, practically all of which stock 
is owned by the Phenix (Fire), is estimated at 
four per cent quarterly; Hartford Fire, ten per 
cent quarterly; National Fire, five per cent 
quarterly, and Pheenix (Fire), five per cent 
quarterly. The capital stock of the Standard 
Fire is now $750,000, instead of $500,000, and the 
four per cent semi-annual dividend is estimated. 





Western Union Life’s Good Year 

The Western Union Life of Spokane, Wash., 
made 1914 the most successful year in its his- 
tory. The company wrote and paid for $6,000,- 
000 of new business, and its insurance in force 
has reached a total of $20,000,000. Agencies of 
the company in the States of Washington, Ore- 
gon, Idaho and Montana are becoming more 
strongly established each succeeding year, with 
the result that the average paid-for business of 
1914 amounted to $500,000 each month. An extra 
dividend of two per cent was declared in De- 
cember, payable on December 31, as a result of 
the profitable year. 

The Western Union has secured the services 
of Ralph A. Nelson as resident actuary of the 
company. He has been connected with the 
Texas Insurance Department. 

The company’s annual convention of the 
agents was held in Spokane January 4. A ban- 
quet was given in the new Davenport hotel. 
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COMMISSIONERS DENOUNCE 
TWISTING 


Secretary McMaster Asks Companies to 
Help Stamp It Out 


IF, H. McMaster, Insurance Commissioner of 
South Carolina and secretary of the National 
Convention of Insurance Commissioners, has 
sent to life companies a circular containing the 
resolution adopted by the Commissioners rela- 
tive to twisting. He asks the co-operation of 
each company to eliminate this practice and 
urges them to modify their application blank to 
correspond with the resolution which the con- 
vention adopted and which is as follows: 

Whereas, The twisting in life insurance is gen- 
erally condemned ag being contrary to the inter- 
ests of the policyholders affected and the com- 
panies, and yet offers a temptation to unscrupu- 
lous agents and deputies which leads to great in- 
juries to policyholders and to certificateholders, 
and the laws prohibiting such practice are dif- 
ficult of enforcement, and it is believed that the 
co-operation of policyholders and certificate- 
holders and the companies and societies for the 
correction of this evil can be secured in a large 
degree by having the fact brought out in each 
particular instance, enabling Supervising De- 
partments to hold the officials of companies and 
societies more directly responsible for proper 
conduct of agents and deputies: 

Resolved, That every application for life insur- 
ance made to any insurance company, association 
or fraternal society shall contain a statement 
that ‘“‘the applicant, for the purpose of taking the 
insurance applied for, has not terminated, and 
does not intend to terminate, any other life in- 
surance, except (insert exceptons, if any); and 
that the agent or deputy soliciting the insurance 
shall certify on each application that the state- 
ments therein made are true to the best of his 
knowledge and belief.”’ 


Metropolitan’s Big Bonuses 

A total of more than $6,300,000 will be dis- 
tributed this year by the Metropolitan Life to 
its industrial policyholders in the shape of 
premium and mortuary bonuses. Individual 
holders will receive credits for premiums rang- 
ing from five to fifty-two weeks, according to 
the decision made by the directors of the com- 
pany. It is estimated that the share of the 
policyholders in some of the country’s leading 
cities will amount about as follows: New York, 
$1,000,000; Philadelphia, $425,000; St. Louis, $270- 
000; Boston, $240,000; Baltimore, $240,000; Chi- 
cago, $210,000; Newark, $180,000; Cincinnati, 
$150,000; Jersey City, $150,000; Pittsburg, $120,- 
000, and Washington, $100,000. 


Bankers Life Increase in 1915 


The Bankers Life Company of Des Moines 
closed the year 1914 with a net increase of 
$30,000,000 in the amount of legal reserve insur- 
ance in force. The total of all legal reserve in- 
surance now in force is sufficient to put the 
Bankers Life among the twenty-five leading 
legal reserve companies in America, and the 
entire amount has been produced in the last 
three years. This record is a source of great 
satisfaction to all those interested in the com- 
pany, says G. S. Nollen, secretary. 

Another source of satisfaction is the finan- 
cial record for the year just ended. The com- 
pany was able to place investments at a higher 
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rate of interest than has been secured for sev- 
eral years. During the entire year investments 
were secured at rates exceeding six per cent. 
The total amount so invested was over $5,000,- 
000. The total assets exceed $24,000,000. Sub- 
stantial growth during 1914 is shown by the 
fact that the total amount invested was about 
half a million dollars more than in 1913. 

Investments made during the year were al- 
most exclusively real estate loans. All were 
made under the Iowa law, which limits loans 
to fifty per cent of the value of the property 
without improvements. The company has found 
these loans most satisfactory because of the 
good rate of interest and security offered. The 
Bankers Life has not lost a dollar on its in- 
vestments during all of the thirty-five years 
of its history because it has held steadfastly to 
this investment policy. 





Protective League Life, Decatur, IIl. 

A notable change in the status of a fraternal 
society has been made in Illinois, where the 
Mutual Protective League of Decatur has re- 
cently placed itself on a legal reserve basis with 
a capital of $100,000. Some months ago the 
managers notified the members of the proposi- 
tion to change and offered them the option of 
purchasing stock. The par value was fixed at 
$1 per share and offered at $1.25, so as to pro- 
vide a surplus of $25,000. Members readily sub- 
scribed, so that the company perfected its plans 
for reorganization and is now known as the Pro- 
tective League Life Insurance Company. In 
addition to the surplus paid in with the capital, 
the company shows some $75,000 excess funds 
after reinsuring the fraternal business. It now 
has about twenty-five millions of business in 
force and has for some years collected adequate 
rates from its members. 

The Protective League is operating in Illi- 
nois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Texas. Its officers are: J. R. 
Paisley, president; Walker R. Kenney, vice- 
president; E. W. Shafer, secretary, and Geo. L. 
Tipton, treasurer. It will make a specialty of 
pure life insurance protection and offers good 
contracts to men of standing to act as agents 
for it. 


Metropolitan Insures at Birth 

A recent innovation of the Metropolitan Life, 
which will undoubtedly bring much new busi- 
ness, is the project of insuring infants at birth 
instead of waiting until they are one year old, 
as has generally been done. No death benefit 
will be paid if the child dies within the first 
year, but the premiums will be returned with 
three and one-half per cent added. If the child 
survives the premiums paid will be applied to 
pay for such time as they will cover from the 
time the infant is one year old. 


Commonwealth Life’s New City Manager 

A. T. Macdonald became on January 1 city 
manager for Louisville, Ky., of the Common- 
wealth Life of that city. Mr. Macdonald is well 
known in Louisville, where he is held in high 
esteem by the business men, and last year he 
made a splendid record for the Phenix Mutual. 
Prior to his entering the life insurance field he 
was secretary of the Commercial Club, and until 
it was purchased by a syndicate he was publicity 
manager of the Louisville Lighting and Heating 
Company. 


THE SPECTATOR 
SEEK ANOTHER COMPANY 


Kentucky Merger Plan May Include 
Three 





NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOW UNDER WAY 


Inter-Southern Life and Citizens National Want 
a $50,000,000 Corporation 


Confident that the merger of the Inter-South- 
ern Life of Louisville, Ky., and the Citizens Na- 
tional Life of Anchorage, Ky., will be ratified 
by the stockholders of both companies, officers 
of the Inter-Southern have already begun nego- 
tiations with an outside company, looking for- 
ward to another merger. 

Stockholders of the two corporations have re- 
ceived copies of resolutions adopted by the 
directors of each last week, whereby provision 
is made for a consolidation, as announced in last 
week’s SPECTATOR. This will bring about a 
Kentucky company, with $900,000 capital stock, 
assets of more than $4,500,000, and insurance in 
force amounting to upwards of $40,000,000. 


CONSOLIDATION COMING SOON 

If the outside company which the officers have 
in mind is brought into the marger, the result 
will be a $50,000,000 concern. The consolidation 
of the Inter-Southern and the Citizens is ex- 
pected to be completed in about twenty days, al- 
lowing time for the receipt of responses from 
stockholders who have been requested to ratify 
the merger by mai]. 

A two-thirds vote of the stockholders, how- 
ever, is necessary for the approval of the plan, 
and when this has been obtained, a meeting of 
the stockholders will be called for the purpose 
of choosing directors, who will in turn elect 
officers. 

James R. Duffin, president of the Inter-South- 
ern, has been spoken of in connection with that 
office in the new organization, and Charles D. 
Pearce is head of the Citizens National. 


Life Company Changes in New York 

In the past year three companies were admit- 
ted to New York State, and there were no with- 
drawals. The companies licensed to do busi- 
ness were the Farmers National Life of Syra- 
cuse, which later changed its name to the 
Farmers and Traders Life, the Mercury Rein- 
surance of Cologne, Germany, and the Supreme 
Lodge Order of Mutual Protection, Chicago. 
The Knights of the Modern Maccabees united 
with the Maccabees, Detroit, under the name of 
the latter. During the year the Niagara Life 
of Buffalo increased its capital from $100,000 to 
$150,000. 


Continental Life of Delaware 

In presenting the seventh annual statement of 
the Continental Life of Wilmington, Del., cover- 
ing the transactions of 1914, the managers call 
special attention to the exhibit of net earn- 
ings. These amounted to $83,369 after paying 
dividends to policyholders, of which $38,732 was 
paid to stockholders and $44,637 carried to sur- 
plus account. The earnings show a gain of more 
than fifty per cent over the preceding year and 
equal 28.67 per cent on the outstanding capital 
of $290,810. 
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The company’s total income for the year ex- 
ceeded $547,500, including $122,110 premium on 
stock. Policyholders were paid $64,986, and 
there was laid by from the income $304,262. 
This, with the increase in capital of $122,110, re- 
sulted in swelling the assets to $1,214,412, while 
the surplus on policyholders’ account increased 
by $288,857 to $666,877. The business of the year 
was more than satisfactory, nearly two millions 
having been added to the insurance in force, 
which now stands at $13,702,655. An efficient 
and economical management is making the 
Continental Life a well-known institution. 


American Home Life Sale 


The proposition submitted last week by the 
International Life of St. Louis, and accepted 
unanimously by the stockholders of the Ameri- 
can Home Life of Fort Worth, Texas, gives them 
$500,000 for company’s assets and $75,000 for its 
outstanding business. The assets of the com- 
pany, exclusive of reserves, show a book value 
of about $550,000, but the stockholders decided 
that it would be better to take the price offered 
rather than take the time and expense neces- 
sary for liquidation, which might take two or 
three years. 

Sealed bids were received from all of the 
Texas life insurance companies. The best of 
these, submitted by the Southwestern Life of 
Dallas, was $13,000 less than the bid of the In- 
ternational. The company had approximately 
$4,750,000 of insurance in force, which is trans- 
ferred to the International, giving that com- 
pany a total in force of more than $40,000,000. 
The whole deal is subject to the approval of the 
Texas and Missouri Departments, and will not 
become final until that approval is obtained. 





New York Life’s 1914 Record 

In 1914 the New York Life issued more than 
105,000 policies for a sum aggregating about 
$223,000,000. During the last year the company 
gained more than $80,000,000 in paid insurance. 
It paid in that period nearly $26,000,000 in death 
losses on the lives of more than 8800 policy- 
holders, and to living policyholders it paid 
about $43,000,000, while it increased its loans to 
policyholders by more than $16,000,000. In divi- 
dends more than $17,000,000 was paid in the 
year. 


Central State’s Life Merger 

The details of the merger between the Central 
States Life of St. Louis and the Aegis Life of 
Denver were completed in Denver last week by 
the signing of the reinsurance agreement. W. 
H. McBride, secretary of the Central States Life, 
is now in Denver superintending the transfer of 
the business and assets of the Aegis Life as of 
December 31, 1914. The stock will be exchanged 
on the basis determined by Consulting Actuaries 
J. C. Harvey of St. Louis and Paul L. Woolston 
of Denver. ; 





Illinois Life’s Year 


The Illinois Life announces that on December 
31 its pald-for insurance amounted to more than 
$75,000,000, its net assets to $12,000,000, and its 
income for the year 1914 was more than $2,750,- 
000. In the year it paid its living policyholders 
more than $550,000, while on death losses the 
company paid out $600,000, makng the total pay- 
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ments to beneficiaries and policyholders more 
than $1,150,000. Its legal reserve has increased 
to nearly $10,000,000. 


Hartford Institute Meets 

Twenty-five officials and heads of departments 
of life insurance companies were entertained at 
a dinner given them by the Insurance Institute 
of Hartford recently at the Hartford Club. The 
object of the meeting was to present a report 
of the committee of the Institute, which has been 
investigating the Dewey decimal system of clas- 
sification, of which Harry A. Hopf of the Phenix 
Mutual is chairman. President Louis N. Den- 
niston presided at the meeting. After the 
addresses and discussion the committee decided 
to continue its investigations and publish a re- 
port at the end of the Institute season, about 
the first of May. 

In outline the method of classification consists 
in dividing all the subjects concerned in life in- 
surance work under ten or less general heads, 
such as executive business, policy applications, 
investments, etc. Each of these heads will have 
a card index number; there will be ten subdi- 
visions under each head, and further reductions 
of the classification can be made by the additon 
of decimal figures. This classification will be 
identical in principle with that used in public 
libraries and found to be the simplest and the 
most relable. Although this system has been 
applied since the introduction of efficiency in- 
vestigatons into modern business by railroads, 
telephone companies and other business organ- 
izations, it is said that only one insurance com- 
pany in the United States, the John Hancock 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of Boston, has 
tried to apply it to its work. 


H. M. Baine with Amicable Life 

H. M. Baine has been announced as agency 
supervisor of the Amicable Life of Waco, Texas. 
Mr. Baine is well known in that city, where he 
has a large number of friends, and Artemas R. 
Roberts of the Amicable has been congratulated 
on the selection. Mr. Baine’s connection with 
the company began from January 1. 


New Agency in Cincinnati 

Joseph T. Dierkes, well known in Cincinnati 
for many years as a representative of the New 
York Life, has opened offices of his own under 
the name of the Dierkes Insurance Agency and 
will handle all lines of insurance. The life de- 
partment will be taken care of by the New York 
Life, while the agency will represent the North 
American Accident in health and accident lines, 
the Union Liability in automobile lines. 





Provident Life and Trust Company 


In accordanee with its long-established cus- 
tom, on January 1 the Provident Life and Trust 
Company of Philadelphia published the report 
of its transactions for the year just closed. The 
company now possesses assets in its insurance 
branch of $83,099,338, being a gain of $2,213,846 
for the year. Premium receipts last year 
amounted to $11,127,245, while the total income 
reached to $14,333,667. Payments on policy- 
holders’ account included $2,866,278 for matured 
endowments, $2,338,686 for death claims and 
$2,018,492 for dividends. The new business writ- 
ten amounted to $40,707,222, while the insurance 
in force now stands at $319,756,629, indicating a 
gain of $13,064,976 for the year. This company 
has long ranked among the best and strongest 
life insurance companies of the country and fully 
maintained its reputation last year, during 
which it celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. 
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Company Tidings 

—The Anchor Life of Indianapolis recently voted to 
reduce its capital from $200,000 to $100,000. 

—The Girard Life of Philadelphia favors its friends 
with a handsome pocket size diary and memorandum 
book for 1915. 

—The Great-West Life of Winnipeg, Manitoba, re- 
ports a larger business in 1914 than any previous year. 
Over $27,000,000 in applications were received, the 
business in force being in excess of $108,000,000. 

—A neatly bound pamphlet has been issued by the 
Northwestern Mutual Life containing the addresses 
made at the dedication of the home office building in 
October by President George C. Markham and James 
G. Jenkins. 

—The Metropolitan Life has made arrangements to 
purchase the industrial business of the Beneficial Life 
of Salt Lake City. The latter had between 10,000 and 
12,000 policies in force in’ Utah and Idaho. Its ordi- 
nary business is not affected. 

—The Bankers Life of Des Moines is boosting its 
home city by sending large panoramic photographs of 
the city to its agencies in general. These show the 
business and civic centers of the city, and with then 
are sent wall hangers descriptive of Des Moines. 

—The Crescent Life of Indianapolis expects to be- 
gin writing about the middle of this month. John C. 
Hume is president of the company; Ralph C. Cope, 
vice-president; Leslie D. Clancy, secretary; T. B. 
Lyons, treasurer, and Walter Meyers, general counsel. 

—Twenty-five district general agents of the Wiscon- 
sin National Life assembled at Oshkosh, Wis., last 
week for the annual meeting to outline plans for the 
year’s campaign. The December business was the 
largest for that month in the company’s history, and 
the year’s business also established a new record. 


Life Notes 


—Desk room may be obtained at a reasonable rental 
in the Insurance Exchange, Chicago. See advertise- 
ment in another column. 

—The Prairie Belt Insurance Agency Company of 
West Point, Miss., has applied to Commissioner Henry 
for license to sell stock in Mississippi. The company 
is incorporated with a capital stock of $10,000, and 
will write all lines of insurance. 

—R. M. Messick of Billings, Mont., has taken over 
the management of the Guarantee Fund Life of 
Omaha for the State of Montana, assisted by R. A. 
Flinn. The former State manager, F. W. Tittering- 
ton, has been transferred to the Kansas City office. 

—The European war has necessitated the postpone- 
ment of the eighth annual International Congress of 
Actuaries indefinitely. It was to have been held at 
Brussels from May 81 to June 5, 1915, and has been 
held at three-year periods for more than twenty years. 

—The Ohio State Life announces a net increase of 
seventy per cent on new life insurance issued in 1914, 
as compared with the preceding year, and a forty-four 
per cent increase of premiums on health and accident 
policies. 

—The January number of The Insurance Age, New 
York, comes out under the management of George H. 
Holden as successor to the late Geo. W. Hatch. Mr. 
Holden has had long experience in insurance journal- 
ism and has the best wishes of a host of friends in 
his new position. 

—G. W. Hart, South Dakota State manager of the 
Northwestern National Life of Minneapolis, has leased 
the Citizens Bank Building in Watertown, S. D., for 
the G. W. Hart Mortgage Company. Mr. Hart has 
for some time been in charge of the farm loans of the 
Fidelity Mutual Life in South Dakota. 

—B. F. Biliter of Huntington, Ind., has been elected 
secretary of the Farmers National Life of Chicago. 
For twenty years he has published The Farmers Guide 
and made it one of the farm papers in the United 
States. Mr. Biliter has been a director of the Farm- 
ers National Life for some time, and for nearly two 
years he has been a member of its executive com- 
mittee. : 

—The Insurance Advertising Service Bureau has 
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just been established by G. W. Wadsworth, who for 
more than fifteen years was connected with The 
Western Underwriter in various capacities. The pur- 
pose of this new bureau, which will have its head- 
quarters in Chicago, is to design and construct ad- 
vertising copy for insurance companies so that their 
expenditure for this class of publicity will yield greater 
satisfaction. Mr. Wadsworth is well fitted to do this 
work for the companies, and his long experience in in- 
surance journalistic work will stand him in good stead 
in his new field. 


CASUALTY, SURETY & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


STILL DISCUSS PLATE GLASS 
PROBLEMS 
But Organization Committee Has Not 
Yet Reached a Definite Decision 


Although the plans for the organization of the 
casualty companies doing a plate glass insur- 
ance have not been completed, the members of 
the committee of officers of the companies were 
hopeful after their meeting of last week of a 
speedy solution of the problem which has been 
before them—that of placing the business on a 
firm footing of co-operation. Before any plan 
is finally decided upon, the Insurance Depart- 
ment will be notified, but Superintendent Has- 
brouck has not yet been officially informed of 
the progress of the work. It is believed that 
the companies will probably decide upon the 
adoption of a central inspection bureau to rate 
risks. This will be maintained independently 
of the plate glass departments of the multiple 
line companies, and it is also expected that of- 
ficers of the companies will give more of their 
indivdual attention to the line in future than 
has been done in the past. 

The committee which is working out the plan 
is composed of Charles H. Holland, Royal In- 
demnity; Eugene H. Winslow, Metropolitan 
Casualty; R. J. Hillas, Fidelity and Casualty; A. 
Duncan Reid, Globe Indemnity, and E. W. De- 
Leon, Casualty of America. 














Casualty Company of America to Extend 
Scope 


The Casualty of America, of New York, is con- 
templating extending the scope of its operations 
in Texas and engaging in additional lines. 
Edward L. Hearne, vice-president, and John §S. 
Jenkins, treasurer, recently conferred with 
Commissioner Collier relative to the matter of 
adding fidelity, surety and workmen’s compen- 
sation to the general line of casualty business 
now done by the company in Texas. In order to 
add these other insurance features to their 
Texas business, the company must deposit $50,- 
000 in approved securities in the State Treasury. 


Restrains National Fidelity and Casualty 

Edwin T. Swobe, organizer and vice-president 
of the National Fidelity and Casualty of Omaha, 
who lost control of the company some time ago 
to D. W. Armstrong, has commenced suit to pre- 
vent certain changes in the capital stock which 
the stockholders proposed. He charges that the 
majority stockholders are planning to remove 
the corporation to another State, and that the 
minority holders would be affected seriously by 
the change. A restraining order has been is- 
sued and the case will be heard soon. 
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STATE COMPENSATION 





Connecticut Commission Submits Its 
First Report 





COURT DECISION STIRS UNIONS 





Rulings from California and Iowa— 
Other Notes 

Compensation in Connecticut has worked satis- 
factorily since it was begun twelve months ago, 
according to the report of the Workmens Com- 
pensation Commission of that State, made to the 
Governor last week. In that period there have 
been reported 18,059 accidents, a large number 
of which did not incapacitate the workmen at 
all, or, if at all, for periods of less than two 
weeks. The number of agreements in the mat- 
ter of compensation reached voluntarily between 
the employees and employers and approved by 
the Commissioner of the district in which the 
accident occurred was 3444, while the number of 
actual hearings in which a formal award was 
made aggregated 106. 

The report covers the period from October 1, 
1918, when the Commission was organized, to 
November 1, 1914, and tells of the organization, 
and then the operation of the law. It also ex- 
plains the different methods adopted by the 
Commissoners in disposing of claims, such be- 
ing due to the character of the injury and the 
attitude of the person concerned. The greater 
part of the report is devoted to suggestions for 
improvements in certain provisions, and the 
committee recommends a change to provide for 
compensation for permanent partial disability 
and that such be awarded in fifths, compensation 
to be for as many fifths of the sum for total 
permanent disability as there have been fifths 
of the function lost. 


RULING ANGERS UNIONS 

The decision given last week by the Superior 
Court of Hartford that the Connecticut Act did 
not cover employers of less than five persons 
has caused much comment among labor leaders; 
and the unions, it is known, are preparing sev- 
eral bills affecting the law. Judge William S. 
Case handed down the decision, which was in 
the case of Ralph Parker against Ernest S. Ben- 
ton. The decision was a reversal of that of 
the Commissioner on an appeal. 

The unions want the limit of compensation 
removed, and want sixty-six and two-thirds per 
cent as the basis of settlement with no maxi- 
mum as to weekly payments. They also pur- 
pose establishing State insurance and_ the 
barring of casualty companies from writing 
compensation. Another proposed amendment 
contemplates a longer period during which the 
employer must pay for medical service. The 
present limit is thirty days, but the labor faction 
favors having it doubled. 

Union men are also keen for the payment of 
compensation immediately after the injury, in- 
stead of after the first two weeks. This clause 
is inserted in compensation bills to protect the 
employer from malingering claims. These 
changes and the comment caused by Judge 
Case’s decision are expected to bring about 
lively debate on the measure in the legislature. 


CALIFORNIA RULINGS 
According to a recent decision of the Cali- 
fornia State Industrial Accident Commission, a 
policeman or other municipal employee killed or 
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injured while performing his official duty is not 
entitled to compensation if the city’s charter 
proxides for an insurance or pension fund for 
its employees. The ruling was made in the case 
of James F. Crehan, a policeman of Los Ange- 
les, who was killed in March by being struck by 
a train. The Commission decided that the Los 
Angeles system of compensation excluded the 
operation of the State Act. 

Another recent ruling of the California Com- 
mission was given in the case of a painter who 
was transported from his home to his place of 
work. The Commission ruled that an employee 
came under the act when he entered his em- 
ployer’s premises and stepped from its protec- 
tion when he left the premises, even though the 
accident occurred outside of working hours. 
When the employer undertakes to transport 
workmen to and from their homes, the latter 
are technically on the premises of their employ- 
ment when they step into the vehicle provided 
by the employer. 


IOWA LAW ATTACKED 

The Iowa law has been taken before the Su- 
preme Court of that State for a decision as to 
its constitutionality. Arguments for both sides 
were made recently, and it is probable that a 
decision will be handed down at the January 
term. The case at point was that of George 
Hunter against a coal company, and the amount 
involved was only $100, but the entire validity 
of the law is now before the judges. Arguments 
were given to show that the law impaired the 
alleged obligation of contract and various forms 
of the right of trial by jury, and that the 
measure was absolutely compulsory while ap- 
pearing to be elective. 

Ten arbitration cases are expected to be 
brought up under the act in the near future, and 
this is taken to mean that the companies are 
doing the right thing by their workmen. 


PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 

Speaking before the American Association 
for Labor Legislation on ‘‘The Economic Value 
of Physical Examination of Employees under 
Workmen’s Compensation Laws,’’ Edwin W. De 
Leon, president of the Casualty of America, said 
it was fundamental that the best possible man 
could only be assured by a physical examina- 
tion to ascertain and maintain his physical fit- 
ness. From this, he added, it was reasonably 
sure that the best possible work would follow. 
Mr. DeLeon mentioned the Norton Company 
of Worcester, Mass., and told of its systematic 
medical examination of workers, with the object 


of remedying defects that could be remedied, . 


and assigning workmen to the kind of employ- 
ment best suited to them. 

The Federal Government’s system of physical 
examination of applicants does not remedy de- 
fects. At the ends of sixteen months’ work the 
medical staff of the Norton Company announced 
the following conclusions: (1) It is possible for 
a simply equipped medical department to treat 
successfully and control the sickness and dis- 
ability from accidents in a large factory; (2) a 
complete physical examination of all employees 
is of great advantage to the employer and work- 
men; (3) a system of prophylactic treatment in 
cases of sickness and accident will materially 
decrease the amount of sickness; (4) all mat- 
ters pertaining to the general health of workers 
and to the sanitation of the factory can best be 
handled by a medical department; (5) a factory 
hospital, conducted along proper lines, will pro- 
mote a feeling of good will and confidence be- 
tween employer and workmen. 
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It is gratifying, he concluded, to note the in- 
creasing and widespread interest developing in 
all parts of the country on this vital question. 
Every consideration of common sense and ordt- 
nary business judgment leads to the inevitable 
conclusion that, far from there being any dis- 
crimination against employees involved in the 
physical examination of workmen, the simple 
fact is that a workman is justified in demand- 
ing a healthful, sanitary place to work, uncon- 
taminated by diseased fellow workmen; that an 
employer has a right to surround himself with 
a healthy, physically fit and normal working 
force; that good business judgment and humani- 
tarianism suggest and efficiency demands the 
conservation of life, health and safety of work- 
people, and that these results can be obtained 
and maintained only by the medical department 
of the industry and through the systematic phys- 
ical examination of all employees. 


CALIFORNIA PREMIUMS 

San Francisco casualty managers estimate the 
compensation premium income for the State of 
California as at least $6,000,000 for the last year. 
The Actna Life is believed to have led the com- 
panies in the amount of premiums collected with 
a total of $600,000, and the State Fund, it is 
thought, ranks next. Its premiums aggregate 
about $550,000. Six other companies will re- 
port premiums from $300,000 to $500,000. In 
addition to these figures, which are only for 
1914, there will be additions for policies written 
early in 1914 on which excess premiums will be 
collected. Rate difficulties have been promi- 
nent in California in the last year, and from 
that standpoint underwriters have regarded the 
year as unsatisfactory. 


Pelican State Industrial 


The Pelican State Industrial Life, Accident 
and Health Benefit Insurance of New Orleans 
is expected to be launched sometime this month. 
The company’s capital stock is $50,000 and its 
surplus the same. More than $30,000 of the 
former has already been sold. This is a suf- 
ficient amount for the company to begin oper- 
ations on, as its charter is being published and 
all the legal requirements of Louisiana have been 
complied with. 

Robert Wilson, an experienced insurance man, 
is the organizer of the corporation, and his ef- 
forts have extended since last August. He is 
the president of the company, the other officers 
being: Theodore Smith and J. B. Fasterling, 
vice-presidents, and a secretary to be electea. 
A. J. DeWolf, formerly with the Metropolitan in 
San Francisco and an organizer of the West 
Coast Life of California, will be the superin- 
tendent of agencies. 

The company will operate on the weekly pay- 
ment plan, and until it gets well under way will 
confine the scope of its efforts to Louisiana. Mr. 
Wilson is much encouraged over the support he 
has received in the new company. 


Western Accident and Indemnity of Helena 


The Western Accident and Indemnity of He- 
lena, Mont., has commenced writing business in 
Montana, and proposes to cover other North- 
western States. The company’s capital is $100,- 
000 and its surplus a similar figure. It was in- 
corporated last April. A. M. Alderson is presi- 
dent, Albert J. Gaben, vice-president, and H. 
D. Cook secretary and treasurer of the cor- 
poration, 
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PHILADELPHIA LETTER 


——_- 


Quaker City Becoming Home of 
Conventions 





SICKNESS INSURANCE PRINCIPLES 


Nine Given at Labor Leaders’ Gathering— 
Compensation Discussed 


Philadelphia is maintaining its reputation as 
the great American convention city, and it is 
not a very extravagant statement to say that a 
person of ordinary intelligence could acquire a 
liberal education if he should attend the meet- 
ings of all the conventions held in this city and 
carefully follow up the subjects he would find 
there treated by the most eminent experts in 
the world. 

During the past few weeks this characteristic 
of Philadelphia has been specially emphasized 
in conventions, of which the following brief men- 
tion is made: 


MAYORS’ CONVENTION 


One hundred and fifty mayors of American 
cities met recently to discuss municipal prob- 
lems and civic policies, Mayor Blankenburg of 
Philadelphia presiding at the opening session. 
Among the distinguished speakers were: Louis 
D. Brandeis of Boston and Nathaniel T. Guern- 
sey, general counsel of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company; A. Merritt Taylor, 
Director of City Transit in Philadelphia; Ray 
Palmer of Chicago; Mayor Harrison of Chicago; 
Stiles P. Jones of Minneapolis; John M. Eshel- 
man of California; President of the Railroad 
Commission; Mayor Mitchel and City Chamber- 
lain Bruere of New York city. 


LABOR CONVENTION 


Almost simultaneously with the Mayors’ Con- 
vention came the greatest convention ever held 
by the Amercan Federation of Labor, which rep- 
resents two million members. In welcoming of 
this convention the City of Philadelphia ap- 
propriated $25,000 for the erection of a very 
beautiful Court of Honor on Broad street. 
There took place a parade of 50,000 workers, re- 
viewed by the Mayor and labor leaders. Out- 
wardly at least, under President Gompers’ 
guidance, this congress of the most powerful 
labor movement of the country has shown a 
definite spirit of reaction from much of the re- 
volutionary theorizing that has prevailed in the 
past. Mr. Gompers seems to have inspired his 
followers with his growing faith in a better 
state of mind on both sides of the labor situa- 
tion, which shall bring about conditions far 
nearer the ideal before many years. His present 
convictions seem to have resulted from his 
turning from the attitude of a socialist and 
radical into his present impressive personality 
as a conservative and safe leader. 

In this connection it is interesting to feel that 
the two great industrial companies, the Metro- 
politan and Prudential, which are now becoming 
strictly mutual, and so, if acting together, will 
constitute an immense fraternity of workers and 
have a great influence in moulding public 
opinion and promoting better relations be- 
tween labor and capital. These two organiza- 
tions, already representing about eight hundred 
millions of assets and twenty-five million policy- 
holders, must include a considerable proportion 
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of the two million members of the American 
Federation of Labor. The possibilities of action 
by these organizations are indicated by the fact 
that the Prudential organization was able re- 
cently to gather, in a few days, nearly one 
million proxies favoring mutualization—a mar- 
velous achievement. 


SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION 

Now comes the sixty-sixth annual convention 
of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, with its 400 papers and dis- 
cussions covering such subjects as Zoology, 
Comparative Anatomy, Embryology, Genetics, 
Ethnology, Radio-Activity, Paleontology, Muni- 
cipal Administration, Road Building and Street 
Paving, Scientific Farming, Astronomy, Horti- 
culture, Industral Bacteriology, Pedagogy, Phil- 
osophy and Psychology and Nature Study. 

One of the humors of another convention, The 
Archaelogical Institute of America, is a paper 
by Professor Caskey of the Boston Museum of 
Arts, in which he shows that the latest fash- 
ions of women’s dress are 3500 years old. He 
describes ‘“‘A Chryselephantine Statuette of the 
Minoan Snake Goddess in the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston,’’ and states that the dress was 
reminiscent of a modern style, the bodice cut 
low, the waist thin, skirt a succession of 
flounces, the head dress a tiara-like covering, 
reminding one of the small hats with upstanding 
feathers all around the outside, such as are 
worn this season. 


LABOR LEGISLATION 

But of more real interest to those of us in 
the insurance business is the Convention of the 
American Association for Labor Legislation. 
Workmen’s compensation laws were discussed 
by those best informed as to what has been 
accomplished in the various States. It was the 
earnest desire to get before the coming legisla- 
tures the results of experiments which have al- 
ready been made in varous States, and it is 
significant of the seriousness and honesty of 
these experts that men who have urged exist- 
ing laws have been willing to acknowledge their 
insufficiency and to advocate modifications. 
This is notably the case with the New Jersey 
men, who frankly conceded that their law was 
not so good as the New York law. Pennsylvania 
has lagged behind in this respect and is bound 
to give attention to such legislation within the 
next few months. The most significant and far- 
reaching action of this convention, however, was 
in its enunciation of nine principles for com- 
pulsory sickness insurance for wage workers as 
follows: 

1. To be effective, sickness insurance should 
be compulsory, on the basis of joint contribu- 
tions of employer and employee and the public. 

2. The compulsory insurance should include all 
wage workers earning less than a given annual 
sum where employed with sufficient regularity to 
make it practicable to compute and collect as- 
sessments. Casual and home workers should, 
as far as practicable, be included within the 
plan and scope of the compulsory system. 

3. There should be a voluntary supplementary 
system for groups of persons (wage workers or 
others) who, for practical reasons, are kept out 
of the compulsory system. 

4. Sickness insurance should provide for a 
specified period only, provisionally set at 
twenty-six weeks (one-half a year), but a sys- 
tem of invalidity insurance should be combined 
with sickness insurance, so that all disability 
due to disease will be taken care of in one law, 
although the funds should be separate. 


12 


Thursday 


5. Sickness insurance on the compulsory plan 
should be carried by mutual local funds, jointly 
managed by employers and employees, under 
public supervision. In large cities such locals 
may be organized by trades, with a federated 
bureau for the medical relief. Establishment 
funds and existing mutual sick funds may be 
permitted to carry the insurance, where their 
existence does not injure the local funds, but 
they must be under strict government super- 
vision. 

6. Invalidity insurance should be carried by 
funds covering a larger geographical area, com- 
prising the districts of a number of local sick- 
ness insurance funds. The administration of 
the invalidity fund should be intimately asso- 
ciated with that of the local sickness funds and 
on a representative basis. 

7. Both sickness and invalidity insurance 
should include medical service, supplies, neces- 
sary nursing and hospital care. Such provision 
should be thoroughly adequate, but its organi- 
zation may be left to the local societies, under 
strict governmental control. 

8. Cash benefits should be provided for both 
invalidity and sickness insurance for the in- 
sured or his dependents during such disability. 

It is highly desirable that prevention may be 
emphasized, so that the introduction of a com- 
pulsory sickness and invalidity insurance sys- 
tem shall lead to a campaign of health conser- 
vation similar to the safety movement result- 
ing from workmen’s compensation. 

VETERAN. 


Testimonial to C. F. Davis 


On New Year’s Eve, the heads of departments 
at the home office of the Prudential Casualty of 
Indianapolis presented to General Manager C. F. 
Davis a bound set of resolutions expressing 
confidence, esteem and loyalty. He was compli- 
mented on the able manner in which he had con- 
ducted the management of the company during 
his tenure of office and assured of the universal 
good will and good feeling that existed between 
all his staff towards one another and towards 
himself. Mr. Davis was touched at the presen- 
tation and assured the “boys” that he was well 
pleased to know that he had succeeded in organ- 
izing such a competent official staff of thor- 
oughly experienced men. 


Casualty Notes 


—Desk room may be obtained at a reasonable rental 
in the Insurance Exchange, Chicago. See advertise- 
ment in another column. 


—There appears in another column of this week’s 
Spectator the advertisement of a company which is 
desirous of obtaining an experienced boiler and fly- 
wheel insurance solicitor. 


—The Casualty of America of New York city has 
reinsured the industrial accident and health business 
of the Royal Casualty Company of St. Louis on all its 
Mississippi policies. 


—The Ocean Accident and Guarantee of London 
is now writing fly-wheel insurance in all States in 
which it is writing steam boiler insurance. The line 
will be carried on in connection with the steam boiler 
business and will be under the supervision of that 
department. 


—Following its admission to transact all lines of 
casualty insurance in Louisiana, the American Indem- 
nity of Galveston, Texas, has opened a temporary 
branch office in New Orleans. Edwin Shelby, for- 
merly assistant secretary and manager of the New 
Orleans Casualty, has been appointed State manager. 
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